
CUMBRIA POLICE AND CRIME PANEL

Meeting date: 14 October 2019

From: Senior Manager – Policy and Scrutiny

PANEL UPDATE REPORT

1.0 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 This report updates the Police and Crime Panel on:

 Key issues and developments that have occurred since the 
last meeting on the 12th July 2019 including

o Progress on actions agreed at the March Panel meeting
o National policy developments.

2.0 ISSUES FOR THE PANEL

2.1 Note the range of activity set out in the report and highlight, if required, 
issues that they would like more information on.

2.2 Note where more information may be required and/or more formal 
reporting from the Commissioner’s office at a future Panel meeting.

3.0 BACKGROUND

Progress on actions agreed at the July Panel Meeting:
3.1 The substantive item for consideration at the last meeting of the Police 

and Crime Panel meeting on 12th July was Serious Violence and County 
Lines.

3.2 Specific actions arising from the July meeting were:

 For the Commissioner’s Office to share details of the role of the 
Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking Co-ordinator. This 
information has been circulated to Panel.

3.3 Other outstanding actions:

 Update from the Commissioner’s Office on the Barrow Police Station 
solar panels projects.  Information has been circulated to Panel.

 Feedback from the IOPC following their attendance at the March 
meeting.  This information has been circulated to Panel.



 Further information to be provided to Panel on Out of Court Disposal 
Scrutiny Panel.  This information has been circulated to Panel.

4.0 HORIZON SCANNING

This section of the report provides members with an overview of 
forthcoming key issues with implications for policing and 
community safety.

RECOMMENDATION

4.1 The Panel is asked to consider the content of this section of the report, 
and highlight any issues that they would like more information on. 
Scanning for significant national and local policy developments helps to 
inform and formulate the Panel’s future work programme content.

4.2 Outlined below are key issues of particular importance to the Police and 
Crime Panel:

 Government’s Policing Announcements
 Domestic Abuse Update
 Independent Review of Prevent Programme
 Modern Slavery Update.

GOVERNMENT’S POLICING ANNOUNCEMENTS

4.3 In the Spending Round 2019, the Government announced £750m, for 
2020/21, to recruit 20,000 new police officers over the next three years. 
There will be an additional £45m provided so recruitment can begin 
immediately, with 6,000 new officers in place by the end of March 2021. 

4.4 The Government has announced that it will allocate £10m to police 
forces, on arming more officers with electric stun guns. The Home Office 
has cited that this would lead to 10,000 police officers having stun guns, 
roughly 10% of total police officers, although this figure has been 
disputed by the National Police Chiefs Council.

4.5 In August 2019, the Government also announced that up to £2.5bn will 
be spent on creating modern, efficient prisons, which will include the 
creation of 10,000 additional prison places.

4.6 Along with these commitments, the Government also has lifted the 
restriction on all 43 Police Forces using Section 60 of the Criminal Justice 
and Public Order Act.  This will lead to more officers being able to use 
stop and search anyone in a designated area without needing reasonable 
grounds for suspicion if serious violence is anticipated.

4.7 In October, the Home Secretary announced at the Conservative Party 
Conference a series of measures to tackle county lines.  This included the 
following:



 Additional investment into the National County Lines Co-ordination 
Centre to increase its activity;

 Specific British Transport Police teams that work exclusively on 
county lines, and will be based at a number of railway stations across 
England that are key hubs for county lines;

 Investment in data analysis and automatic number plate recognition 
to enable police to proactively target vehicles suspected of being 
used in county lines activity;

 Working with money service bureaus to tackle illicit finance;

 Develop an expanded national specialist support service to help 
young people and their families exit their involvement in county lines

4.8 From April 2020, Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) will be able to 
bid for the new Safer Streets Fund, for measures aimed at preventing 
acquisitive crime in disproportionately affected areas. Each crime 
prevention plan could target vehicle theft, robbery or burglary for 
instance.

DOMESTIC ABUSE UPDATE

4.9 In July, the National Rural Crime Network found that domestic abuse 
victims in rural areas suffer for longer, are less likely to report abuse and 
struggle to receive support. The support found that rural victims were 
half as likely to report their abuse to others, and experienced abuse for 
25% longer.

4.10 The report cited evidence that abusers move victims to rural settings to 
further isolate them, or systemically use isolation as a technique.

4.11 In September, the Government appointed the UK’s first Domestic Abuse 
Commissioner. The role will lead on driving improvements on the 
response to domestic abuse in the UK, championing victims and 
recommending on what more should be done to better protect victims 
and bring more offenders to justice.

4.12 The Domestic Abuse Bill received its second reading in the House of 
Parliament on Friday 2 October.

INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF PREVENT PROGRAMME

4.13 In August, the Government announced that Lord Carlile will oversee the 
independent review of the Prevent programme, which safeguards 
vulnerable people from being drawn into terrorism.

4.14 The review will focus on the current delivery of the Prevent programme, 
and make recommendations for the future. It is expected to report to 
Parliament by August 2020. 



MODERN SLAVERY UPDATE

4.15 A new system has been rolled out to simplify and speed up referrals of 
potential victims of modern slavery for government support.

4.16 The fully digitised system will simplify the process that first responders – 
including police officers, social workers or immigration officers – follow 
when referring victims of modern slavery to the National Referral 
Mechanism (NRM). Until now, first responders have used paper forms to 
refer victims for support.

5.0 FORTHCOMING MEETINGS AND DATES

5.1 Dates and information are provided below for meetings that may be of 
interest to Panel Members. For Members interested in attending either of 
the two conferences below, travel and further background and 
supporting papers will be arranged ahead of the event.

5.2 Public Accountability Conference meetings are as follows (the meetings 
are generally held at Carleton Hall, Penrith at 10.00am unless otherwise 
stated). The next meetings are:

 7 November
 11 December
 19 February 2020 (Budget Setting Meeting)
 4 March 2020

5.3 Joint Audit Committee

 20 November
 18 March 2020.

COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP MEETINGS

5.4 North Cumbria Community Safety Partnership

 Tuesday 3 December, 2pm, Carlisle East Community Fire Station, 
Carlisle

South Cumbria Community Safety Partnership

Dates to be shared with Panel when available

West Cumbria Community Safety Partnership

Dates to be shared with Panel when available.



6.0 CONCLUSION

6.1 The Police and Crime Panel are invited to consider issues that have been 
highlighted in this report, and whether they would like more detailed 
reporting from the PCC in future on any of these topics, or any other 
topics they consider pertinent. 

6.2 Work Programme – officers will work with Panel Members to bring 
forward topics for consideration at future Panel meetings based on 
national and local policy scanning including the contents of this and 
future Panel Briefings.

Tim Gale, Senior Policy and Scrutiny Project Officer, CCC
Hani Cox, Policy and Scrutiny Officer, CCC
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Contact: Tim Gale, telephone: 07810 530146 or 
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